Affäre Blum (The Blum Affair), 1948
Directed by Erich Engel black & white, 110 min. Available on VHS from Heidelberg Haus and 16 mm from Kino International. In the style of an Expressionist gangster film, the story of a Jewish businessman in the Weimar Republic who is framed by an Anti-Semitic prosecutor for a crime he did not commit.
Der Bruch (The Break), 1988
Directed by Frank Beyer Screenplay by Wolfgang Kohlhaase Starring Götz George, Otto Sander and Rolf Hoppe color and black & white, 111 min. Available on 16 mm from West Glen Films. In the lean days following the war, three men plan a million-dollar safe cracking heist.
Domino, 1981/82
West German production Written and directed by Thomas Brasch Starring Bernhard Wicki and Katharina Thalbach black & white, 118 min. Available on 16 mm from West Glen Films. When a successful actress breaks her theater engagement mid-run to play the leading role in Goethe's Stella, she gains a new perspective on her life and the world around her.
DrehOrt Berlin (Location Berlin), 1987
East/West German co-production Directed by Helga Reidemeister color Available on 16 mm from West Glen Films. Through diverse interviews, a spectrum of German identities is explored and East and West Berlin are "joined" on film before the fall of the Wall. The first North American conference on DEFA, the cinema of the former GDR and films on Eastern Germany since unification.
Ehe im
Sponsored by DEFA Film Library, University of Massachusetts, Amherst Held at Smith College, Northampton, MA 2-5 October 1997
How did the Cold War look from the other side of the Berlin Wall? Why do more and more people in the late 1990s think of themselves as "Eastern Germans" before "German"? What was the German "new wave" before Fassbinder and the rest? How does the image of Weimar, Nazi and postwar German cinema shift if we add the missing piece to the puzzle -DEFA (Deutsche Film-Aktiengesellschaft), the state-owned film studios of the German Democratic Republic? An international and multidisciplinary group of scholars will address such issues and view rare films at a conference inaugurating the DEFA Film Library, an archive and study center at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst.
Topics of papers and workshops include:
" Caught between state-socialist propaganda and artistic liberation, DEFA filmmakers produced over 850 feature films, 14 of which were voted among the 100 best German films, and countless documentaries between 1946 and 1990. DEFA makes up a significant segment of German film history, created at the former UFA studios of Babelsberg. Spanning the periods from expressionism and film noir to postmodernism, with battles over new modernism, neo-realism and socialist realism, the history of DEFA is also a unique and refreshing window to everyday life in "really existing socialism" in Germany.
The DEFA Film Library Project:
The DEFA Film Library was founding in 1990 by the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. The University's Department of Germanic Languages and Literatures has a long history of study of GDR literature, culture and film. The goals of the project are:
to make films from and about the former GDR and post-unification Germany available to audiences, students and researchers in the U.S. and Canada.
• to provide up-to-date information on availability of films and documents.
• to establish an archive and study center where films and publications will be available for research use.
• to promote appreciation of an often ignored portion of German film art and cultural history -the experience of 17 million Germans for over 40 years.
The Location:
Located in the beautiful Connecticut River Valley of western Massachusetts, the conference has much to offer participants in their leisure time as well as during presentations. The area is home not only to the University of Massachusetts and Smith College, but also Amherst, Hampshire, and Mount Holyoke colleges, which are all accessible through a free bus system. Mountains, rivers, hiking trails, and historic villages are available for exploration. The Connecticut Valley is also full of fine restaurants, excellent bookstores, and interesting shops, museums, galleries, and concert halls.
Co-Sponsors:
The DEFA Film Library gratefully acknowledges support from numerous sources in the Five Colleges and beyond. 
Registration information:
For registration information contact the address below. Remember, lodging is scarce during the New England autumn, so make reservations as soon as possible. 
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